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both these meet, there may sometimes be ground
for approbation, yet where taste appears sin-
gle as it were, and neither cramped nor sup-
ported by acquisition, I will always sustain the
justice of its prior claim to applause. A small
portion of taste, this way, I have had almost
from childhood, especially in the old Scottish
dialect : and it is as old a thing as I remember,
my fondness for Christ-kirk d the Green, which
1 had by heart ere I was twelve years of age,
and which, some years ago, I attempted to turn
into Latin verse. While I was young, I dabbled
a good deal in these things 5 but, on getting
the black gown, I gave it pretty much over,
till my daughters grew up, who, being all good
singers, plagued me for words to some of their
favourite tunes, and so extorted these effusions,
which have made a public appearance beyond
my expectations, and contrary to my Intentions,
at the same time that I hope there is nothing to
be found in them uncharacteristic, or unbecom-
ing the cloth, which I would always wish to see
Inspected,

As to the assistance you propose from me in

the  undertaking  you   are   engaged in,*   I am

VOL. ii.      .               i                       sorry

* A plan of publishing a complete collection of Scot-
tish Songs, &c.                                                       E.